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Her Unwelcome Husband

/
from Page 1})

was in love with him; he was to
propose to her and marry her.
Nothing very complicated there,
but he was troubled by very con-
fused emotions.

Now, as he sat {n an armchalr
chewing a pipedtem, he did not tell
himself that he still loved Claire
Caldecot, but he did not tell him-
self that he did not love her; he
knew that Patricia drew him with
a force that waa Irresistible, but yet
he did not want to go to her yet
and make all clear. He did love
Patricia, he had known that for
several days,

(Contin

" Also he knew that often, during '

ihe last year or two, In spite of her
beauty, of her intelligence, somc-
thing had seemed lacking in Mrs.
Caldecot, She had a way of being
tolerant to him which snnoyéd him;
she had teo many memories, hal
met too many people. Also thev
had experienced so much together,
talked so much; he had no new
storles for her, and she—oh, he
hated to think of it-ghe knew too
well the way she did things, the
angle of her head as she wrote
note, just the smlle she would |h1
ud Blie¢ tuwrned her head whemn he
called her, just the way in whicu
she slowly closed her eyes when he
kissed her, and exactly the scent,
wmie form of her lips.

As he tifought of this a piteous
senge ol desolation came over him
He'd lost all those dear, intimate
things. He forgot show stale the;/
had grown and he wanted them
again; from the depth of his being
rose the lover's eternhl appeal that
old delights be made new and thrills
eternal, He was very unhappy and
he did not know what to do,

Then he looked up and down his
room, for

he did not want to do it. Propose
to Patricia! He rather wanted to
just then. It was not only that her
prettiness, her innocence atiracted
him; but here was somebody who
was not stale, somebody who woull
surprise him by her gestures, her
responses;: it was slso that here
wis some[hinx definite to do. If he

he saw quite well what ’
— he ought to do, and that was why

Pleasure, Profit and a
Meney-Saving Bargain

In the picture shown here you
will find all kinds of objects
and parts of objects whose
pames begin with the letter |
A very pleasant eve- |-
ning is before you, and who
can tell, it is just as likely as
not to prove mighty profit-
able.
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who send in the three nearest correct answers to the picture.
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engaged himselfl to Patricia he felt
that he would become free from his
new s#nse of forlornness. It was aa
if he coutdn’t be without & woman.

He reviewed Patricla; he re-
created in his mind the small, roun i
head with the curlyshak, the parted
pink lips and the delicate shape.
She was very movipg, and at tha!
moment he wanted her. It would
be adoruble. She wes tae girl he
wapted to end hiz llfe with; she
would be such a little thing to pro-
tect and look after. That was very
attractlve after the breadth, the
strength of Mre. Caldecot's person-
allty.

But he did not want to go down-
stalre, since Patricla, who looked o
ypset, would probably be in her bed-
room. He wasn't going to own up
to himselt that the most powerful
of the influences that were holding
him back was that he would proi-
ably have asked Patricia to be his
wife if there had been no Mrs. Cal-

decot, What troubled him was not
Mrs. Caldecot’'s claim, sincé she
had resigned it, but the fact that
she told him to go to Patricla-=

that sa¢ had, in a way, handed him
over.

He confessed this to himself aftce
a few, minutes, perhaps not quite
80 clearly as that. He put It to him
sell that he wasn't going to rus'
Into this,

The more Rodbourne thought
about this, the more he dislike!
Patricia., He began to tell himsel!
that, after all, he wasn’t 80 sure ay
all that: he even tried to oulrage
his consciousness of love by usinz
to himself the words “gone on her.”
He was afraid. He was trying to
reduce the intensity of his attrac-
tilon because he wanted to resist it,
but did not know why he wanted to

resist  it.  Perhaps because he
wanted to suceumb o it. He woull
succumb, no doubt, because he

wanted 10 resigt, in a sort of re
action.

This complicated emotion led
Rodbourne to follow an entirely
different idea. Itswas very pleasing
to have an idea of hiz own, and It
was this: He wasz awfully hurt by
the way Claire had behaved. He
Khew quite well that she had every
rcason to get mad when she caught
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him kissing Vatricla, but that
wasn't reason to make an end of
something that had been golng on
for eight years, just fike that, in
five minytes. It wasn't falr. That
sort of thing wasn't done. He
didn't want to be hard on Claire,
$0 he wouldn't bring it up again,
but he was hurt. He wouldn't have
l?lwsht- ghe'd have behaved like
that.

It did not then strike Rodbourne
that anything might be his fault, for
he was entirely masculine; the
more he meditated the more he gsaw
himself asg Injured and misunder-
gtood by both” women. By degrees
this transmuted itself into a sensn~
of his own nobility. It was a pity
to be misundergtood, but in such a
world it wag to be expected.

By the time these medliations
came to an end Rodbhourne had at-
tained a rather satisfied state of
mind. There ran through it some
forlornness, but It was mainly ex-
citement., He did not then think
that his parting with Mys. Caldecut
was final, but he wasn't going to
do anything. If she made the first
move he'd be decent about it, Why,
he was very fond pf her, and alter
a scene like tHat they might call
quits, He wda® rather misty as 1¢
his future with Mrs. Caldecot, com:
bined with stimulating experiences.
And Patricia muddled things some-
how, but Rodbourne’s main attitude
was that henceforth he wasn’t going
to stand much from anybody.

After a melancholy lunch, where,
to his embarragsment, both Patri-
cla and Mrs. Caldecot appeared,
both ca!mp, perfectly polite, but
rather silent and looking so il
that it was almoet rude, he felt xo
uncomfortable that he went outJm
mediately after lunch.

Really, this was a bit too thick.
They looked like a palr of ghosts,
and Mrs. Headcorn noticed nothing
at all, the great, fat porpoise. Jolly
good thing he was going next day;
he couldn't stand much more of this
gsort of thing. Soon after, he lert
the house under a rain which de-
crepltated on hig mackintosh; he
continued to tell himself that this
sort of thing was a shame. A pro-
found conviction of the well-bred
Englishman matured in him; thesa
women really ought to keep up ap-
pearances.

But the walk was very long and
very wel. He drank abominable tea
and ate bread and margarine in a
public-house.  He discovered what

he had suspected—that his right
fool was very wet because there
was a hole in the sole. On thg wav
back bits of grit got through the

hole and hurt him., As it was grow-
ing dark he was nu‘ sure of his way
he was directed to a short cut by a
well-meaning laborer, who appar-
ently did not know the difference
between his right and his left hand.

Finally Rodbourne arrived at
Cantrel Court at half-past six,
drenched, miserable, inclined ‘o
think that the world was a rotten
place Evervbody had a retten
time He included in this Mis
("aldecot, who had preoccupied him
more than Patricia, presumably be-
cause the walk was so wet that it
digposed him 1o sorrow, rather than
to the febrile expectation repre-
sented by Patricia.  So, because hoe
was 20 wol, he changed at once,
and after a hesitation eame down
stairs half an hour before dinner,

Contentedly he sat down by the
fire with the lunch edition of a Lon
don evening paper. He felt very
comfortable in dry clothes. Also
there was a queer bit of news about
a split in the opposition. He didn't
believe it, but this thing was com-
ing up again and again. He decided
to ring up pext day a certain jour
nalist who was supposed to know
about these thinge. It wag then
that Mrs. Caldecot came into the
dr':wiuu rooni.

She had spent all the
alternating between a

afternoon
mood o’

despair, which bade her go and lie
down on her bed and stav there,
and & mood of courage, when sha

talked 10 Mrs. Headcorn, and even
to Patricia Perhaps ghe didn't like
her as muech as she had done be-
fore: she was less aware of tae
girl's charm and of her prettiness,
Indeed, she found it 2ifficult to dis
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cover whay Bob saw In the child
until she told hersell with a smile

that one seldom wunderstood why *

lovers should select each other,

No, she didn't like her, b#t she
didn't dislike her. Patricia had be- ¢
come to her & sort of natural ht’l
waich leaves one neutral.
loved this girl. Well, there na
nothing more to say about it; he |
did, Mrs, Caldecot's emotions had
by that time grown a little vague.
She was no longer capable of feel-
fpg very Intensely; some Ume
would have to elapse before the
strained chords of her emotionsg could
again be made to vibrate, Besides,
Patricia helped because she did not
have the drilled courage of the
older woman; she went upstairs,
and did not come down again until
nearly dinner time, pleading a head
ache, Mrs. Headcorn sald she mus!
on no account be disturbed, bat
went up with remedies three times
in tour hours, and once with tea.

It was probably the mopd of cour-
age which brought Mrs. Caldecot
down so early. Ag she dressed she
shrank from the idea that oncs
aganin she must meet Bob, try to he
pleasant, try to be easy. Again she
was tempted to miss dinner, bul
she told hersell that It wasn't falr
to May. Patricia seemed so upset;
perhaps she wouldn't come down,
and it would b@rather hard on Mav
it two of her vigltors abstained, for
she was giving a little dinpner that
evening and two people were com-
ing In., “No,” thought Mrs. Calda-
cot, "“it won't do. [I've got to plar
the game.” To demonstrate to her-
sell that she was not going to
shirk, Mrs, Caldecot was ready af
twenty to elght. Finding Rodbourne
in the armchair by the fire,sshe did
not perceptibly hesitate, but went
stralght up to the hearth and sat
down, asking him evenly if there
WaE ANY.News.

“Nothing much,” sald Rodbourne
awkwardly,

Mras. Caldecot hesltated. Bhe
wanted to be normal, but this was
very difficult. So she pressed him.
“No goseip?”

“Oh, the usual sert of thing," he
replied ungraciously as he realized
her effort. “They say Chale is go-
ing to resign, but as you know
they've been ssyln; thav for the
lagt three months.” .

“Yes,” suld Mra, (‘aldacol. “but It
might be true this time. And
know, it's just possible that it might
be worth vour while.”

“My dear Claire,” replied Rod-
bonrne in the cool tone which he
employed to her when she did not
agree with him, “you know quite
well that Chale ig only playing for
the Cabinet, and if 1 run myself
into the Harbor unice I'll get stuck
there until the next general elec-
ticn, and who's to know what'll hap-
pen in the mix up? 1 might losa
my seat.”

“Oh, don't be so silly, Bob,” said
Mre, Caldecot, for a moment forget-
ting what had happened and resum-
ing her old role. “I know it was |

prevented vou taking the Uader
Secretaryship before, but {imes
have changed. You. know quitg

well that only a week ago Fitzwatef

Ingham t1old Arabella, who told
me''——

“And vyou told me” said Rod-
bourne savagely, “and told me

every day that if only I'd be & dum-
mv for a few months they'd give
me a =ugar stick ke a nlce little
bov "

“No." sald Mrae. Caldecot with an
air of superiority, “you only have to
be a dummy until Doon takes a peer
age."”

“He won't.”

“My dear boy, he will.”

“What mikes you think so?”

“The Liberal candidate in his di-
vigion is retiring. So all the mal-

contents will vote Labor, just to
get Doon out, and Doon will go
down. He knows what is coming

as well ag we do; so he'll take 2
peerage to avold 1t.”

“Oh,” s=ald Rodbourne thought-
fullv, “there might bhe something in
that." Then, as alwaye in such dis-
cussiong, he smiled and said, “You're
not! 80 useless after all™

Mrs. Caldecot did not reply, for
this brought her back to the world
of the day, so different from the
world of the day before. She wanted
to =ay. “"What's the nae?
help you now." But it was so dread
fu! and she did not want her voice
to tremhle. 8o Rodbourne went on
looking at her, disturbed now as
her gilence recalled to him the new
situation. He felt clumsy: besides,
now that she sat hefore him under
the rose-shaded light., she looked
different. Very beautiful. He did
no! know what pains she had taken
over herself during the last half
hour: he oid not reallze that she
had expended artifice on the rose of
her cheeks, on the ordering of her
hair, on bringing out with a touch
of blue the mellow fullnegs of he,
eyelids, which now, ke (faintly
crumpled crepe de chine, made two
manve zones of flesh, upon whose
moist and_scented warmth he want-
ed to press his lips.

Still «he did not speak; still sat,
flim hands negligent upon her lap.
Her quietness exasperated him into
activity. As he bent forward he
murmured hoarsely, “Claire, don't
let's be fools, Let's wash out” this
morning "
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She did not reply; she could not,
for she waz horribly tempted to hold
on to this interest as well ae to this
old love. Bo again he pleaded: *“I —_
know | offended you, but the girl (Oontinued on Next Page)

means nothing to me. It's you on.
you. Won't you?' and, ting ovi
& hesitating hand, he t hers.

1 can't |
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In all his teste he found that the l-‘
troybles with old methods s that If vou feel your lack of lanzuage
points learndd do not stick (n the power, If you are ever embarraxged
mind. In =chool youn were asked to by mistakes, if vou cannot com-
remember rules, and if you forgot mand the exact words to express
the rules you never could tell what your ideas, our new booklet. “"How
was rizht and what was wronz to Speak and Write Masterly Enz-
For the past five years Mr. Cody lish,” will prove a revelation to vou.
has worked almost day and night to Merely mail the coupon, and it will
find a way to replace bad habite in be sent by return mall. Learn how
writing and speech with good ones, Sherwin Cody’'s new invention makes
And as a result of his experience he command of language easy to 2ain
evolved hls wonderful new in 15 minutes a day. Ma:l this cou-
nron now.
Self-Correcting Method SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF F\r‘l mH
153 Searle I'-lr:ldlr'lﬂ RO' he=ter, N.
TRis invention i= gimple, fascinating, ’ =Xy Py
time-maving, and incomparably effi- SHI"HI“J\I_‘E,(}"“”TC“(?] ]n:, P“,:.‘l"'“
cient. You do the lesson given on il utiding, hochester. -
any page, then you see exactly how Pleass send me at ance vour Free Book,
Mr. Cody himeelf would correct it. “How to Speak and Write Masterly English,”
You mark your error= and check
them ip the firast blank column. Name .. .° .
Next weex you try that page again, = itrroommrereeee
on the second unmarked sheet, cor-
rect your errors, and check them in Address . . .......ciiiiiineaniine, -
the gecond column You gee st a
glance what you have learned and L, e BUALG . s "
li||| il
[l,lJ

I il M II 4
v,
(0

of Scots—1542-1587, "' Beautiful,
majeshic, like a second Zemobra™ —she was
“learnea m Latm and declaimed publicly
in the Lowvre that it was becoming ﬁw
mmh..mﬂthbhulm

Women of Superb Figure—
Supreme Makers of History

N UNUSUAL physical development Is an
A outward indication of superior mentalattain-
ment—as the pages of famous histories so fre-
quentlv convey, Notable very often todav. too,
is this close relationship between superior bodily
development and exceptional mental skill.

“Stylish Stout”
Corsets
. aredesigned for women of large
figure whose cle. rness leads

them to consider every means
to smart, graceful dressing.

These Corsets,and the Brassieres
specially made to be worn with
them, actually slenderize your
silhouette, while increasing
your comfort. They prove:

“No weman ia too Stout to be Stylish.”

A good store in vour locality will gladly fit you
to \vl?:I:&m?l rsets and Brassieres.

Carseis—back and front laced =to 44 waist.
Write for new booklet:

WRINGARTEN BROS., INC.,
47 West 34th Street, New York
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